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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-15 are cancelled and Claims 1 6-28 are pending in this 
application. 

2. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 8/16/2006. 
Accordingly, the information disclosure statement is being considered by the 
examiner. 

Drawings 

3. The drawings were received on 8/1 6/2006. These drawings are accepted. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

5. Claims 16-22, 24-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being . 
unpatentable over Morgan et al., US Patent Number 6,192,343 (Hereinafter, 
Morgan) in view of Junqua et al., US Patent Publication Number 2005/0049860 
(Hereinafter, Junqua). 
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Regarding Claim 16, Morgan discloses, "a method for selecting a list item 
from a selection list comprising a plurality of list items in a system having a voice 
input device for receiving a voice input in a voice input mode and a manual input 
device for receiving a manual input in a manual input mode". Specifically, 
Morgan discloses a method offer selecting a command from a list of commands 
with a speech input (Morgan, Fig 9) and a manual input device (Morgan, Fig 1: 
node 26). 

Morgan also discloses, "inputting a desired list item to the system as a 
voice input in the voice input mode". Specifically, Morgan discloses using 
speech to input a command (Morgan, Fig 9: node 105). 

Morgan also discloses, "comparing the voice input with the plurality of list 
items in the selection list". Specifically, Morgan discloses comparing the speech 
with possible commands to recognize the speech input and carry out the 
command (Morgan, Fig 9: node 106). 

Morgan also discloses, "selecting one list item from the selection list if the 
one list item has at least a minimum correspondence with the spoken word". 
Specifically, Morgan discloses carrying out the command if the speech input is 
recognized (Morgan, Fig 9: node 92). 

Morgan also discloses, "selecting one list item from the matching ones of 
the plurality of list items in the selection list if the one list item has at least a 
predetermined correspondence with the voice input". Specifically, Morgan allows 
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a user to select a command from a list of possible commands (Morgan, Fig 4, Fig 
9: node 99). 

Morgan also discloses, "outputting an indication of the selected one list 
item from the selection list or the selected one list item from the matching one of 
the plurality of list items optically and acoustically". Specifically, Morgan 
discloses visual feedback on display screen (Morgan, 1f0022). Morgan also 
discloses a speaker to provide acoustic feedback (Morgan. 1J0022). 

Morgan does not disclose, "automatically changing over to the manual 
input mode if none of the plurality of list items in the selection list have at least 
the minimum correspondence with the spoken word and storing the voice input 
before said step of automatically changing". However, Junqua remedies this with 
a disclosure of a speech recognition system that requires a user to enter 
supplementary information if the name is not interpreted correctly (Junqua, 
11001 5). It would be obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to add the feature automatically requesting the user to enter 
supplementary information to a voice recognition system. The motivation to 
combine these features would be so that the input speech may be interpreted 
according to the constraints defined by the keypad input (Junqua, H0015). 

Morgan also does not disclose, "manually inputting an input character 
string in the manual input mode after said step of automatically changing". 
However, Junqua remedies this the disclosure of allowing the user to 
supplementary information such as the first three letters of the last name of an 
intended contact (Junqua, 1J0017). It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
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the art to add the input character string feature to the speech recognition system 
in Morgan. The motivation to combine these two features would be to use 
supplementary information to determine the correct contact name (Junqua, 
110016). 

Morgan also does not disclose, "determining matching ones of the plurality 
of list items in the selection list having an initial part corresponding to the input 
character string and comparing the stored voice input to the matching ones of the 
plurality of list items if the amount of matching ones of the plurality of list items is 
less than a predetermined amount". However, Junqua remedies this the 
disclosure of having the speech recognizer reinterpret the speech input after 
supplementary information was entered into the system by the user (Junqua, 
1J001 9). It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to add the ability to reinterpret speech input to the invention in Morgan. 
The motivation to do so would be compensate for mispronunciations, garbled or 
distorted input speech (Junqua, H0019). 

Regarding Claim 17, Morgan also does not specifically disclose "the 
method of claim 16, wherein said step of inputting an input character string 
comprises inputting the input character string character by character using a 
handwriting input apparatus or a keypad in the manual input mode". However, 
Junqua remedies this with the disclosure of the manual input includes at least 
one of a keypad, a touchpad, a touchscreen, and a stylus pen (Junqua, 1J0015). 
It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
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add the touchscreen and stylus pen of Junqua to the voice command system of 
Morgan. The motivation to do so would be to provide alternative means of input 
into the system using suitable methods (Junqua, 1J0015). 

Regarding Claim 18, Morgan also discloses, "the method of claim 17, 
wherein said step of inputting character by character further comprises the step 
of providing an optical or acoustic feedback after each character has been input". 
Specifically, Morgan discloses a speaker to convey the supplementary 
information back to the user (Morgan. 1J0022). 

Regarding Claim 19, Morgan does not disclose "the method of claim 16, 
wherein said step of determining matching ones comprises automatically 
comparing the character string that has been manually input to the plurality of list 
items in the selection list, determining the number M of list items containing the 
input character string as an initial part, determining whether the number M is less 
than a prescribed value X and greater than 1 , and at least one of offering the list 
items containing the input character string as an initial part for selection on an 
optical display apparatus or changing over to the voice input mode if it is 
determined that the number M is less than a prescribed value X and greater than 
1 ". However, Junqua remedies this with the disclosure of entering 
supplementary information such as the first 3 letters of he last name (Junqua, 
1J0017). Junqua uses this as a constraint to narrow down the list of potential 
names. Furthermore, Junqua discloses the ability to accept audio or manual 
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commands. It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to combine the using the constraints as in Junqua to the voice 
command system of Morgan. The motivation to combine these two features 
would be to use supplementary information to determine the correct contact 
name (Junqua, U0016). 

Regarding Claim 20, Morgan discloses, "an information or entertainment 
system, comprising" (Morgan, Fig 1). 

Morgan also discloses, "a memory module storing a plurality of list items" 
(Morgan, Fig, 1: node 14-16). 

Morgan also discloses, "a manual input apparatus for receiving a manual 
input indicating a desired list item" (Morgan, Fig 1 : node 26). 

Morgan also discloses, "a voice input apparatus and a voice processing 
apparatus for receiving a voice input indicating the desired list item, said voice 
processing apparatus processing spoken words". Specifically, Morgan allows a 
user to select a command from a list of possible commands (Morgan, Fig 4, Fig 
9: node 99). 

Morgan also discloses, "a selection module selecting one of the plurality of 
list items based on the voice input or the manual input and having a changeover 
module arranged and dimensioned for manually and automatically changing 
between the manual input mode and the voice input mode^ said selection module 
further comprising". Specifically, Morgan discloses carrying out the command if 
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the speech input is recognized (Morgan, Fig 9: node 92). Furthermore, Morgan 
allows selection of a command using a mouse (Morgan, Fig 1 : node 26). 

Morgan also discloses, "an output device providing one of an optical or 
acoustic indication of the selection" Specifically, Morgan discloses visual 
feedback on display screen (Morgan, H0022). Morgan also discloses a speaker 
to provide acoustic feedback (Morgan. 1J0022). 

Morgan does not specifically disclose, "means for storing the voice input 
before automatically changing over to the manual input mode". However, 
Junqua remedies this with a disclosure of a speech recognition system that 
requires a user to enter supplementary information if the name is not interpreted 
correctly (Junqua, fl001 5). It would be obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to add the feature automatically requesting the user to 
enter supplementary information to a voice recognition system. The motivation 
to combine these features would be so that the input speech may be interpreted 
according to the constraints defined by the keypad input (Junqua, 1J0015). 

Morgan also does not specifically disclose, "means for comparing the 
stored voice input with those list items in the selection list whose initial part 
corresponds to the character string which has been manually input if the number 
of list items determined in this manner is less than a prescribed value". However, 
Junqua remedies this the disclosure of having the speech recognizer reinterpret 
the speech input after supplementary information was entered into the system by 
the user (Junqua, 1J001 9). It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to add the ability to reinterpret speech input to the * 
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invention in Morgan. The motivation to do so would be compensate for 
mispronunciations, garbled or distorted input speech (Junqua, fl0019). 

Morgan also does not specifically disclose, "means for selecting a list item 
from those list items in the selection list whose initial part corresponds to the 
character string which has been manually input if the correspondence of the list 
item to the stored voice input is greater than a minimum correspondence". 
However, Junqua remedies this the disclosure of having the speech recognizer 
reinterpret the speech input after supplementary information was entered into the 
system by the user (Junqua, 1J0019). It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention to add the ability to reinterpret speech input 
to the invention in Morgan. The motivation to do so would be compensate for 
mispronunciations, garbled or distorted input speech (Junqua, fl0019). 

Regarding Claim 21 , Morgan also does not specifically disclose "the 
information or entertainment system of claim 20, wherein said manual input 
apparatus is a handwriting recognition apparatus". However, Junqua remedies 
this with the disclosure of the manual input includes at least one of a keypad, a 
touchpad, a touchscreen, and a stylus pen (Junqua, 1J0015). It would be obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to add the 
touchscreen and stylus pen of Junqua to the voice command system of Morgan. 
The motivation to do so would be to provide alternative means of input into the 
system using suitable methods (Junqua, 1J0015). 
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Regarding Claim 22, Morgan also does not specifically disclose, "the 
information or entertainment system of claim 20, wherein said manual input 
> apparatus has a touch-sensitive surface". However, Junqua remedies this with 
the disclosure of the manual input includes at least one of a keypad, a touchpad, 
a touchscreen, and a stylus pen (Junqua, ^[001 5). It would be obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to add the touchscreen and 
stylus pen of Junqua to the voice command system of Morgan. The motivation to 
do so would be to provide alternative means of input into the system using 
suitable methods (Junqua, 1J001 5). 

Regarding Claim 24, Morgan also does not specifically disclose, "the 
information or entertainment system of claim 22, further comprising a display 
apparatus, wherein said touch-sensitive surface comprises a touchscreen 
integrated in said display apparatus". However, Junqua remedies this with the 
disclosure of the manual input includes at least one of a keypad, a touchpad, a 
touchscreen, and a stylus pen (Junqua, 1J001 5). It would be obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to add the touchscreen and 
stylus pen of Junqua to the voice command system of Morgan. The motivation to 
do so would be to provide alternative means of input into the system using 
suitable methods (Junqua, 1f001 5). 

Regarding Claim 25, Morgan does not specifically disclose, "the 
information or entertainment system of claim 20, wherein said information or 
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entertainment system comprises a navigation system and each of said plurality of 
list items indicates a location". However, Junqua remedies this with the 
disclosure of navigation system (Junqua, fl0023). It would be obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine the navigation system of Junqua to the voice 
command system of Morgan. The motivation to do so would be to provide 
navigation information to the user (Junqua, 1J0023). 

Regarding Claim 26, Morgan discloses, "the information or entertainment 
system of claim 20, wherein said information or.entertainment system comprises 
at least one of an audio and video system". Specifically, Morgan does disclose 
an audio system and video system as a computer display is capable of video and 
speaker is capable presenting audio (Morgan, Fig 1 ). 

However, Morgan does not diclose each of said plurality of list items 
indicates one of a transmitter frequency, a transmitter name, a telephone 
number, or a music or video title". However, Junqua remedies this with the 
disclosure of using the voice recognition for dialing contacts (Junqua, 1J0024). It 
would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the navigation 
system of Junqua to the voice command system of Morgan. The motivation to 
do so would be to provide dial phone numbers for the user (Junqua, 1J0024). 

Regarding Claim 27, Morgan does not specifically disclose, "the 
information or entertainment system of claim 20, wherein said information or 
entertainment system comprises an information system for public transport or for 
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tourists". However, Junqua remedies this with the disclosure of navigation 
system (Junqua, U0023). This system could provide information for both public 
transport and tourists. It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
combine the navigation system of Junqua to the voice command system of 
Morgan. The motivation to do so would be to provide navigation information to 
the user (Junqua, 1J0023) 

Regarding Claim 28, Morgan does not specifically disclose, "the 
information or entertainment system of claim 20, wherein said information or 
entertainment system comprises a bank information system". However, Junqua 
discloses that the user may apply the present invention to other applications 
(Junqua, f)023). It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to use such system for bank information. The motivation to do so 
comes from the disclosure that the user may need to find a location (Junqua, 
H0023) of a bank. 

6. Claim rejected 23 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Morgan et al., US Patent Number 6,192,343 (Hereinafter, 
Morgan) in view of Junqua et al., US Patent Publication Number 2005/0049860 
(Hereinafter, Junqua) and in further view of Hotelling et al., US 2006/0026521 
(Hereinafter, Hotelling). 
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Regarding Claim 23, Morgan and Junqua do not specifically disclose "the 
information or entertainment system of claim 22, further comprising a rotary 
controller, wherein said touch-sensitive surface is integrated in said rotary 
controller". However, Hotelling remedies this with the disclosure of a virtual 
touch scroll wheel (Hotelling, Fig. 27A-D). It would be obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to add the virtual touch scroll wheel to 
voice recognition systems in Morgan and Junqua. The motivation to combine the 
references would be to use the scroll wheel as an input device (Hotelling, ^[01 32). 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Yamamoto et al., US 2005/0131686: Information Processing Apparatus 

and Data Input Method 

Busayapongchai, US 2005/0049858: Methods and Systems for Improving 
Alphabetic Speech Recognition Accuracy 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Ashraf Zahr whose telephone number is. (571 ) 
270-1973. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thurs., 7:30 am - 5 
pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Frantz Coby can be reached on (571 ) 272-4017. The fax 
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phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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